American
Red Cross

Together, we can save a life

ALEXANDRIA RED CROSS Contact: Melissa Wissel
123 N. ALFRED STREET Phone: (703) 549-8300
ALEXANDRIA, VA 22314 wisselme@usa.redcross.org
www.alexandriaredcross.org N E W S R E L E A S E

In a tradition dating back to Franklin Delano Roosevelt,
President George W. Bush declared March as Red Cross Month, calling it a time to "honor this
charitable organization" and "reflect on its remarkable achievements and contributions to our

country."

In a Proclamation signed February 29, 2008, the President cited examples of how the Red Cross
had provided food, comfort and medical assistance to the victims of a number of disasters in
2007, from the tragic bridge collapse in Minnesota to the devastating wildfires in California. He
also noted how the Red Cross provides vital assistance by organizing blood drives, teaching

health and safety programs, and supporting our men and women in uniform.

Throughout the month of March, the Alexandria Chapter of the American Red Cross will
celebrate Red Cross Month in a variety of ways: with local restaurants hosting Red Cross
Restaurant Nights each week; with the Chapter hosting three blood drives, and with the annual
fundraising gala, Rhapsody in Red, which will take place March 29, 2008, at Ronald Reagan
Washington National Airport.

“The American Red Cross urges all Americans to get prepared,” said Alexandria Red Cross
Executive Director, Lissette Sanchez Bishins. “And Red Cross Month is the time in which our
Chapter will drive that message home through these wonderful events to all within our

community.”



The American Red Cross also uses the month of March to urge all Americans to get prepared.
There are three simple actions to get "Red Cross Ready" for disasters and other emergencies: 1)

Get a kit, 2) Make a plan and 3) Be informed.

To find our Restaurant Night Schedule, blood drive information, or to purchase tickets for

Rhapsody in Red, go to www.alexandriaredcross.org or call the Chapter at 703.549.8300.
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The American Red Cross provides relief to victims of disasters at home and abroad, collects and
distributes nearly half of the nation's blood supply, teaches lifesaving skills, and supports military
members and families. The American Red Cross, a charity and not a government agency, depends
on voluntary contributions of time, money and blood to perform its humanitarian mission.



